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Reducing Rural Roadway Departures

Every Day Counts Round 5
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Source: NHTSA FARS (2014 ï2016 Annual Average)

The Rural RwD Component of Fatalities
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FHWA Definition: A crash in 

which a vehicle crosses an edge 

line, a center line, or otherwise 

leaves the traveled way.

What is a Roadway Departure ( RwD)?

Photo credit: Oregon State Police 
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Percent Rural RwD Fatalities
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Rural RwD Fatalities
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Where do rural roadway departures occur?
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2014-2016 Annual Average of Rural Roadway Departures Source: FARS

NACE estimates that 

40-60% of fatalities 

occur on roads under 

local jurisdiction.
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Funding for Local Agencies
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2015 Fatalities by Roadway in 
Minnesota 

Å Several states , like Washington 
and Minnesota, allocate HSIP 
funding based on crash 
frequency

Å Other fund sources  (state, local, 
tribal) may also be available

Å Development of Local Road 
Safety Plans helps prioritize these 
investments 

Å States can also streamline the 
process for projects that were in 
the plans

Å Counties have found efficiency 
in bundling projects across 
county lines

State30%
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City40%

Percent Fatal & Serious 

Collisions in Washington 
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Local Agencies
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Focusing on Reducing Rural Roadway Departures ( FoRRRwD)

Mission - Reduce the potential for serious injury and fatal 

roadway departure crashes on all public rural roads by 

increasing the systemic deployment of proven 

countermeasures. 
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Priority States based on STIC -Reported Baseline and Goals

Priority indicted by numbers shown and based on interest in advancing the initiative

Stages determined by self-assessment of STICs
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Why do drivers leave the roadway?

Roadway Condition

Vehicle Component Failure

Collision Avoidance

Driver Error

Photo credit: FHWA 


